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STUDENTS ARE CHALLENGED TO:

Learn about
the ocean

Subscribe the open letter
to the United Nations, to
urge ocean protection

Discuss how to
porotect the ocean
/| K

) Vote TOP 3 benefits of
7 marine protection
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THE OCEAN IS VITAL

50% oxygen

- i rentg e 25% CO, emissions

TRADE

90% excess heat

o 99% biosphere

HEAT THE OCEAN e SECURITY
e SISl L 90% traded goods

5000000000

people depend directly
on the ocean




OCEAN CRISIS

The ocean is currently facing:

the climate crisis and the biodiversity crisis, with species extinction at an unprecedented rate.

Some of the biggest threats to marine ecosystems are:

overfishing

pollution %4 ""‘-;‘.:iny,a'sive species seabed mining



SDG 14: LIFE BELOW WATER

The United Nations' 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

includes 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) addressing global challenges.

‘l LIFE
BELOW WATER

Goal 14: Life Bellow Water

Conserve and sustainably use the ocean, seas and

marine resources for sustainable development Q‘ W&

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT




30x30 GLOBAL TARGET

World Conservation Congress, Hawaii
The International Union for the Conservation of Nature
calls on its members to protect 30% of the ocean by 2030
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2016

United Nations Biodiversity Conference, Canada

Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

established 23 global targets;
Target 3 is the "30x30 target”:
protect 30% of the planet by 2030.




HOW MUCH IS PROTECTED?
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WHAT ARE MARINE PROTECTED AREAS?

Defined geographical
areas bellow the tideline with
rules that lmit human activities




WHICH HUMAN ACTIVITIES CAN BE REGULATED?

Mining, prospecting, exploiting

Anchoring

Infrastructures for:
agquaculture, tourism, renewable

enerqgy , artificial reefs, ports, marinas...
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PROTECTION LEVELS
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MARINE PROTECTED AREAS: . -~ BUE
DIFFERENT LEVELS OF PROTECTION

NO PROTECTION . MINIMUM PROTECTION i . HIGH PROTECTION . FULL PROTECTION
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More protection, greater biodiversity

Protection |, o ccion



BENEFITS OF MARINE PROTECTED AREAS

Protection of marine
life and biodiversity

Habitat recovery

, Fight climate change

Benefits for fisheries

Tourism and local economy

gy:l Health and wellbeing



BENEFITS OF MARINE PROTECTED AREAS
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O Protection of marine life and biodiversity
\W/  Marine life can live, reproduce and thrive.

 Thereis anincrease in the diversity of species and habitats.

 The number of fish can increase 4-5 times - individuals grow, get older and bigger and produce more

descendants.

e With this increase in number, individuals can move from Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), to the

surrounding areas.

°o Habitat recovery
\&\“ « MPAs are crucial for protecting and recovering habitats critically endangered, some of which are of
0@ huge importance for ocean health and fighting climate change.

e.g.. coral reefs, salt marshes, mangrove forests and seagrass meadows

* Habitat protection and recovery will benefit marine life.



BENEFITS OF MARINE PROTECTED AREAS

C 0 Fight climate change
2 .

« T[he ocean water and marine ecosystems store atmospheric CO,, a gas that contributes to global
warming.

* This helps reqgulating global temperatures and fighting climate change.

Benefits for fisheries

 The fish stocks around MPAs improve when fish move outside the boundaries of the protected
area.

« The use of more sustainable and less destructive fishing techniques improves the health of

marine ecosystems.

 When marine habitats like mangroves, salt marshes and reefs are protected, they act more efficiently
as barriers, protecting coastal areas from storms, flooding, erosion and currents (which are more

frequent due to climate change).



BENEFITS OF MARINE PROTECTED AREAS

<0- J’(g)b Tourism and local economy
D g

= A healthy ocean attracts visitors who enjoy beauty and activities like diving, surf and whale
- watching.

e Sustainable tourism creates job opportunities and higher income for local businesses and

communities.

« Many MPAs include areas of cultural and historical significance to local communities,

preserving traditional practices.

@ Health and wellbeing
 Nature is key to improving human health and wellbeing.
W « T[he ocean contains important medicinal value, provides spiritual and mental wellbeing,

and opportunities for leisure activities.



THE
MINI 30x30
Challenge
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Students from all around the Delivery of an open letter
world advocate for ocean action with students’ calling on
the UN to take bold action

Young voices must be heard when their future is at stake!



VOTE

ON THE TOP3 MPAs’ BENEFITS




UBSCRIBE

THE OPEN LETTERTO

THE UNITED NATIONS

OPEN LETTER TO THE UNITED NATIONS

The MINI 30X30 CHALLENGE — A STUDENTS' WAVE FOR THE OCEAN is a global
collaborative initiative that created a powerful mobilisation of students worldwide,

focusing on the critical 30x30 global target - protecting 30% of the ocean by 2030.

Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) are cne of the strongest and most effective tools for
ocean conservation. However, only 8% of the global ocean is currently under some
sort of protection, and an even smaller percentage, 2.9%, is highly or fully protected.
Mareover, while MPA coverage is increasing, some areas are not effectively managed.
Itis not enough to urge nations to increase the number and size of their MPAs; there is
also a pressing need for specific measures to implement established frameworks and

to manage existing areas more effectively.

According to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
European Union Charter of Fundamental Rights, children have the right to freely
express their views. Their voices must be taken seriously and given due weight when
discussing and making decisions on matters that profoundly affect them and their
future. Every child’'s future depends on a healthy ocean, and their concerns and
opinions must be considered when world leaders make critical decisions impacting the

ocean's future.

Through this initiative and with this letter, students are showing their commitment and
urging UN Member States to achieve the critical 30x30 target within the Kunming-

Maontreal Biodiversity Framework, moving towards a healthier ocean and a better future.




Mini 30x30 | A students' wave for the ocean (EN)

The Mini 30x30 Challenge - A students’ wave for the ocean is a global movement that empowers students to advocate for ocean protection, encouraging a
stronger commitment of UN Member States to protect 30% of the ocean by 2030.

Young changemakers from around the world will learn, discuss, and take action on the need to implement Marine Protected Areas (MPAs).
Their collective voices will be reflected in an open letter to the United Nation.

To participate, students, or teachers with their classes, should:

1st - explore the toolkit materials (download it here) or watch the following video about the importance of MPAs (watch it here).

2nd - express their agreement on the open letter to the United Nations.

3rd - vote on the MPAs' benefits they value the most.

NOTES:

1- You can only participate if you consent to the processing of your data for the purpose of analysing the voting results;

2- Each student must vote only once, to avoid duplicating results (i.e., either individually or in a class poll).

Thank you for participating!

When you submit this form, it will not automatically collect your details like name and email address unless you provide it yourself.

* Required



https://forms.office.com/e/8gmku7VScC?origin=lprLink
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World leaders meet in forums to make decisions about the future of the planet:

I."

Y70, N ocEAN (‘3
= 230 @
=Md CONFERENCE ae j &
\\\\\ United Nations Decade
/ %8%& ?Jr%cui?glr?actlﬁle; %Eevelupment

<! NICE 2025
N AMAZON

ZasaY FRANCE

an

United Nations Conference focused United Nations Conference of the UN Ocean Decade Conference
ON ocean conservation. Parties focusing on climate. focused on the priorities for the
, implementation SDG14.
UNOC3 - June 2025, France COP30 — November 2025, Brazil

Students’ voices must be heard in such forums!
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Suggested activities for a deeper understanding of the

importance of Marine Protected Areas

ACTIVITY 2

~ Marine Protected Areas
from Everyone to Everyone
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ACTIVITY X1
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Goal: understand the rules and results of different levels of protection and the benefits
for fisheries.

How? different groups of students will have their own Marine Protected Area (MPA)

and rules. After a few rounds of fishing each group will compare how many fish are left
iNnside each MPA. Some guestions that can be discussed are:

Which group has the most fish left?

For which groups did the number of fish on the auction containers improve?

What do these results mean regarding the level of protection of MPAs?
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ACTIVITY 2

Marine Protected Areas
from Everyone to Everyone
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“ MARINE PROTECTED AREAS FROM EVERYONE TO EVERYONE

Goal: take the role of different stakeholders and understand the implementation
orocess of an MPA.

How? students will be attributed character cards with their role and the arguments

they must present during a debate about the implementation of an MPA. After the
debate, students can discuss:

| What compromises were necessary to implement the MPA?

What challenges did they face in reaching a decision?

How can different sectors work together to ensure the success of an MPA?

| How do MPAs contribute to broader environmental goals such as biodiversity conservation and
climate resilience?



WITH YOUR ACTION TODAY!
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